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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims !_ 4 YES 

Claims jsfo 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

c,aims 1-4 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 2-4 YES 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

^d^&US S'^iA 0, A (FUjitSU ^ 30 1996 (3a08 ' 96)> P^Srapt 18 0061 and 0062, Figs. 5 

Document 2: JP, 1 1-149641, A (Nikon Corp.), 2 June, 1999 (02.06.99), paragraph 0034, & WO, 1998-010419 
Al, & EP, 0905685, Al 

Claims 1-4 

Document 1 describes a reproduction laser power decision method for an optical disc reproducing 
apparatus, and describes (1) obtaining the lower limit value (temporarily called PI) of the reproduction laser 
power at which the error rate can be kept within a specified value, and adding a certain value Wc to PI, for 
deriving the optimum reproduction power, and (2) if the environmental temperature changes, the optimum 
reproduction power is derived again. 

Document 2 newly cited in this written opinion describes a laser power decision method for an optical 
disc apparatus, in which (1) the lower limit value of the laser power is held in the apparatus, and (2) if the 
environmental temperature changes, the lower limit value is decided again starting from the lower limit value 
held in the apparatus. 

It is not considered especially difficult to apply the method described in document 2 as the reproduction 
laser power decision method of document 1, for deriving the optimum reproduction power based on the lower 
limit value held in the apparatus. 

So, the subject matters of claims 1-4 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 

and 2. 
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